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HST in WRITING RELEASED ITEMS

SESSION 1

(Previously Part 1)
REPORTING AND REFLECTING

DIRECTIONS:

You will have 30 minutes in which to respond to the writing topic below and to transfer your response to
the ANSWER DOCUMENT. The scoring guide that will be used to score your paper is on the back page
of your test booklet. You may want to review it prior to writing your response.

If you wish, you may jot down some notes to yourself anywhere on the following page, but any writing
you want scored should start on page 3 of Session I in the ANSWER DOCUMENT. You may use a
dictionary, a thesaurus, or a spelling and grammar book at any time. However, an alarm wristwatch is not
permitted.

No additional paper should be used. Extra paper will not be scored. The final copy MUST be written in
black or blue ink. Do not use correction fluid (white out). If you need to make a correction, cross out the
-error and write the correction above or next to it.

Only writing entered in the ANSWER DOCUMENT will be scored. Nothing in the test booklet will be
scored.

WRITING TOPIC:
Look over the two pieces of your writing that you have in front of you.

You have been asked to submit one of your two pieces of writing for a classroom
publication: which one would you choose and why? Before submitting it, is there
anything you would change about it? Please give specific examples of what you would
change, if anything, and why.

Remember you must use specific details from your piece(s) of writing to clearly illustrate and support the
points you make. Your audience will be interested adult readers who DO NOT have your two portfolio

pieces of writing.
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Scoring Guide for Communication Arts: Writing
Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

Session 1
(Previously Part 1)

4  The written response demonstrates the ability to reflect critically on one’s own
writing; ideas are supported by specific examples or details from the portfolio
pieces. Organization and form enhance the central ideas and move the reader
through the text. The voice and tone are authentic and compelling. There may be
minor surface feature errors.

3  The written response demonstrates the ability to reflect on one’s own writing;
ideas are somewhat supported by examples or details from the portfolio pieces.
Organization and form are appropriate and present the ideas coherently. The
voice and tone support the ideas conveyed. Surface feature errors may be
noticeable.

2 The written response demonstrates some ability to reflect on one’s own writing;
ideas are presented as generalizations about writing or simple summaries of
portfolio pieces. The voice and tone may be inappropriate or uneven. Limited
control of surface features may make the writing awkward to read.

1  The written response demonstrates the attempt to reflect on one’s own writing;
ideas are supported by few, if any, details and examples. There is little
discernible shape or direction. There is little control over voice and tone. Limited
control of surface features may make the writing difficult to read.

Part 1-writing is not ratable if:

A off-task

B illegible

C written in a language other than English
D blank/refused to respond
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Score 1

This paper demonstrates an attempt to be reflective about the writing yet shows only a
minimal understanding of the task. The writing is limited to the analysis of surface features:
make it neater. No details are used to support the few vague reflections about what makes

the paper effective: I did a pretty good job...a lot of good information.

Page 4



HST in WRITING RELEASED ITEMS

MMMMAAMMU\@M \IA
s

Ao d, dAho \| J0.muy) QINGAN A O OALD
TNMe N TR M L0044 LA .AAif. |
'0 AL QTN CRTI0A N e (0 NAAALD

AAN ,.i .! AAA l"'n &‘.A\'_ “ 3 NP AR .‘ 4 _'v(“AJ‘
Y OMH ) N ) \a INOA MO L oMOLa G N
A\ ..iAbA '8 \ QDA AN 1400 . (3 VAR A LAY

+ 0 voausus muwmbon (}Luﬁ.m.pﬂ boths

ManbmJQ&mm\ @A_Cl(}d;kd'_

w b OO \i‘buf\h Cthﬂ'ﬁ)‘ an .y e.LL.f Gzl

<

|
N O ool (heann s _‘ A N U L A

.‘_ ‘ ' . Al_.\” dA. ‘\ A TUAYY gaU'Y, 4 \ oo ! . L_AAJ.L y nt t“; ~.

( T \ :
WA QAL N &. N LY \AL
QDDA AN, A\ AN QEA AR ' Ao D NN Y

AYLV A A G4 ¢ O W0 0220080 am LQ#MC\_
) \ _ \
] /) A W

Page 5



HST in WRITING RELEASED ITEMS

Score 2

The writer states that a reason for choosing this piece is the fact that it includes numerous
details about Vitamin C that many people do not know about. The rest of the paper,
however, is basically a retelling of the paper itself, with only occasional references to the
fact that it is information that people may not know. There is a minimal attempt at
supporting detail. The lack of reflection about the writing, as well as the lack of response to
the question of what the writer would change, keeps it at the 2 level.
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Score 3

This writer shows some thought about what makes a piece of writing interesting and uses a comparison approach to his/he
advantage. The writer points out that the English paper makes far more interesting reading because a lab report consists of
Jacts and calculations and will bore a person out of their mind. Lack of specifics about the English paper keeps it from the
4 level, but some important points are made. The writer does provide supporting details on how s/he would improve the
paper, but these points could use more critical analysis.
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Score 4

This writer gives a clear reason for the selection and backs it up with several specific and
appropriate examples from the text. The changes the writer says s/he would make are
somewhat general. There are some reasons given for how such changes would benefit the
audience: I also do not want to ramble on, because the reader would get bored. Despite
a few grammatical errors in this piece, it displays reflection about the writing.
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HST in WRITING RELEASED ITEMS

SESSION 2

(Previously Part 3)
COMPOSING AND COMMUNICATING MEANING: EXTENDED WRITING TASK

DIRECTIONS:

The purpose of Session 2 is to write a thorough response. You will have 110 minutes in which to write a
carefully considered response to the writing topic below and transfer it to your ANSWER DOCUMENT.
Use your time wisely, but do not feel you need to fill every page of the ANSWER DOCUMENT.

The scoring guide that will be used to score your paper is on the back page of your test booklet. You may
want to review it prior to writing your response. You may use pages 8-13 in this booklet for notes,
freewriting, outlining, clustering, or writing your rough draft. You may organize this time in the manner
that works best for you.

The final copy of this paper will be scored as polished writing, so you should give careful thought to
revision (which is rethinking ideas) and polishing (which is editing and proofreading). You may use a
dictionary, thesaurus, or spelling or grammar book if you wish. However, an alarm wristwatch is not
permitted. No additional paper should be used. Extra paper will not be scored. The final copy MUST be
written in black or blue ink. Do not use correction fluid (white out). If you need to make a correction,
cross out the error and write the correction above or next to it.

Remember, only writing entered in the ANSWER DOCUMENT will be scored. Nothing in the test
booklet will be scored.

EXTENDED WRITING TOPIC:

We have all at some time learned something from a choice we have made. Write a paper in which
you examine how making a choice helped you or someone else discover something.

You might, for example, do one of the following:

evaluate an important choice you have made
tell how you can learn sc?ml:thing from a bad choice
examine an instance when you had to dgige between two equally good alternatives
consider a time when you madgtie right choice but still felt bad
discuss how a good choice for one ;())erI:on may be a bad choice for another
take any of several other ap]golzches to discussing this idea.

Your audience will be interested adult readers who may not have read your writing from Session 1.
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Scoring Guide for Communication Arts: Writing
Here is an explanation of what readers think about as they score your writing.

Session 2
(Previously Part 3)

4  The writing is engaging, original, clear, and focused; ideas and content are
richly developed and supported by details and examples where appropriate.
Control of organization and transitions move the reader easily through the
text. The voice and tone are authentic and compelling. Control of language
and skillful use of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the
presentation.

3  The writing is generally clear, focused, and well-developed; examples and
details support ideas and content where appropriate. The presentation is
generally coherent, and its organizational structure is functional. The voice,
tone, diction, and sentence structure support meaning. Use of writing
conventions is not distracting.

2 The writing has some focus and support; ideas and content may be developed
with limited details and examples. The presentation shows some evidence of
structure, but it may be artificial or only partially successful. The tone may be
inappropriate or the voice uneven. Sentence structure and diction are generally
correct but rudimentary. Limited control of writing conventions may interfere
with meaning some of the time.

1  The writing has little focus and development; ideas and content are supported
by few, if any, details and examples. There is little discernible shape or
direction. The writing demonstrates no control over voice and tone. Faulty
sentence structure and limited vocabulary interfere with understanding.
Limited control of writing conventions (such as spelling, grammar/usage,
capitalization, punctuation, and/or indentation) makes the writing difficult to
read.

Part 3-writing is not ratable if:

A off-task

B illegible

C written in a language other than English
D blank/refused to respond
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Score 1

Poor control of basic writing conventions as well as limited vocabulary make this paper
difficult to understand: If I made choice but still feel bad, then I will keep domg,
because I made it. There is no discernible direction as much of the meaning in this
paragraph is lost due to lack of clarity. No overall organizational plan is apparent as the
writer rambles from an incident in P.E. class to a discussion of choosing the president.
The paper has no real beginning or ending, and the content is limited by the lack of clear
details that might help the reader understand the connections between ideas.
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Score 2
The beginning and ending both suffer from a repetition of vague and abstract terminology.

Also, the use of phrases such as Say someone’s mother and Say a friend was makes the
overall tone of the writing choppy and uneven as s/he moves in and out of a conversational
voice. Some errors in punctuation interrupt the flow of ideas. The sentence structure and
basic writing conventions stay solid yet simplistic throughout. However, a lack of
development of many points keeps the paper at a lower level.
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Score 3

Although this paper could benefit from some editing, the writer articulates every facet of
his/her choice to try out and play for the out-of-town hockey team. At times, the writer’s
transitions are abrupt and unsophisticated. The writer makes good use of varied sentence
structures, and there is some awareness of audience that helps with understanding: where
hundred of kids from all different cities around the country come to make. ~The writer
uses some upper-level vocabulary and some humor: anyone in my skates!  Small but
consistent surface feature errors do not detract from the writer’s effectiveness.
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Score 4

Technique is handled skillfully by this writer. By using Would you like fries with that?
as both an extended metaphor and an organizing principle, the writer is able to skillfully
describe the mental processes that go into making a choice. The discussion flows
naturally, sentence structure is varied, and small errors do not detract from the overall
impression that the writer has control of this piece. The focus of the writer is maintained
despite the apparent shifts that are inherent in the approach that s/he is taking. S/he ties
everything into one choice and applies the opening sentence to a number of possible
scenarios, clearly developing each idea in each paragraph. Complex sentence structures
contribute to the flow of ideas, and the writer is in control of writing conventions.
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